Realizations Arising within our great Acaryas: Scriptural Evidence

1.
Brahma Samhita 5.61

yadrsi yadrsi sraddha
siddhir bhavati tadrsi

yadrsi yadrsi—just as; sraddha—faith; siddhih—realization; bhavati—arises; tadrsi—corresponding
“The realization will correspond to the nature of one's faith.”

2.

a. Raghava Pandita Goswami - Sri Hari-bhakti-ratna-prakasa
b. Narottama dasa Thakura - Prema-bhakti-candrika

yadrsi bhavana yasya siddhir bhavati tadrsi

srutih - the Sruti-$astra states

yadrsi - like which; bhavana - meditation; yasya - of whom; siddhih - perfection; bhavati - is; tadrsi -
like that

“The spiritual aspirant attains various types of spiritual perfection according to the nature of his
meditation.”

“The perfection that one attains corresponds exactly to the type of meditation performed at the time
of sadhana”

“One achieves a perfection of the type practiced during meditation.”

“Each soul attains the result or grade of perfection concomitant to his level (and quality) of
consciousness in the form of his desires and the quality of his attitude.”

3. Dharma-vivekah, 18 of Halayudha

deve tirthe dvije mantre
daivajse bhesaje gurau
yadrsi bhavana yasya
siddhir bhavati tadrsi

Translation: In relation to a deity, a holy place, a brahmin, a mantra, an astrologer, a physician
or a guru — one obtains reciprocation according to the degree and type of one’s faith.



4. In Bhakti-sandarbha 256, Srila Jiva Gosvami outlines the process to spiritual realization:

prathamam namnah Sravanam antahkarana-suddhyartham apeksyam / suddhe
cantah-karane riipa-Sravanena tad-udaya-yogyata bhavati / samyag-udite ca ripe gunanarh sphuranarn
sampadyate / sampanne ca gunanarh sphurane parikara-vaisistyena tad-vaisistyam sampadyate / tatas
tesu nama-rapa-guna-parikaresu samyak sphuritesu lilanamh sphuranam susthu bhavati /

“First it is expected that one should hear the Lord's Names in order to purify the heart, the inner self.
Once the mind and intelligence have been purified in this way, one can hear about Krsna's form,
through which one's qualification to visualize it is obtained. When the form of the Lord has been
clearly visualized, one can experience His qualities. Once these have been clearly understood, one
develops one's own individual spiritual characteristics through the particular characteristics of the
Lord's associates. Thus, once the Name, form, qualities and associates of the Lord have been realized,
a clear realization of Krsna's activities will follow."

5.

In a lecture given by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura on Radhastami day, September 19th,
1931, the exact same sequence is referenced, citing Jiva Goswami’s Krama-sandarbha commentary to
Bhag. 7.5.18

prathamam namnah sravanam-antah-karana-suddhyartham-apeksyam. Suddhye cantah-karane
rupa-sravanena tad-udaya-yogyata bhavati. Samyag-udite ca rupe gunanam sphuranam sampadyate
sampanne ca gunanam sphurane parikara-vaisistyena tad-vaisistyam sampadyate. Tatas tesu nama-rupa-

guna-parikaresu samyak sphuritesu lilanam sphuranam susthu bhavati / ity-abhipretya sadhana-kramo
likhitah.

"For the purification of the heart it is necessary first of all to listen to the chanting of the Holy Name.
After the heart has been purified by listening to the Holy Name, the fitness for the manifestation of the
holy Form is attained on hearing the recital of scriptural accounts of the divine form. After the full
appearance of the divine form, the divine qualities manifest themselves. After the appearance of the
divine qualities, due to the characteristic traits of servitors, the knowledge of the distinctive and
perfect identification of the devotee arises. Subsequent to this, after the full manifestation of the
Name, form, quality and servitor has taken place, the transcendental activity of God manifests itself.
For this reason, this account of the successive stages of sadhana is written." (Krama-sandarbha
commentary on Srimad Bhagavatam 7.5.18)

6.

Gaudiya Kanthahara, compiled by SBSST, has the exact same reference and sequence.



